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When Kawachi and Kubran, the first boy and girl in the world were married, they went to fish in a stream. They caught a
turn fish and as they were cutting it up, a voice from inside its belly said, 'Cut me open carefully’. Inside, the children found
the Sun and the Moon. For a time they kept them in their house. Then they had them married and asked them to go and
live in the sky, for there was no room for them and their babies in their little leaf-house. The Sun and Moon did as they were
bidden and the sky is now full of their children.

|Elwin, Verrier. Myths of middle India. (1950). p.47.]

The Sun and Moon, which are an imperative part of the indigenous mythology of the region Rajkumar
hails from, reappear as prominent symbols in his paintings and stand as witnesses to the events as they
unfold. We see the daily life activities in the small town, observe artist painting and paying homage to
nature, see people playing, take note of covid warriors at work during the pandemic times; and we go on
to witness the stillness of the pandemic period, visit a dam site, and experience the earth as Rajkumar
maps it - all in the presence of the Sun and Moon.

This diary features Rajkumar’s paintings and his elaborate notes in Hindi with English translations with
an aim to open up insights into the creation of these paintings through the artist’s words and images.



BRI BT e ARSI T gl & are | off 711a- g1 & arlt
faaTt ot =X § fAheta & ued &, a4ifes 3e1 714 @l 91 - FF T
&1 U7 TR & ST & Wl H UR Hel @l ST S g e
ST 37 S@T 2, 3 oo folq W) & et gt Sred @dt-are! &
ST € 2l @, 3 BT ATt Udhed Tfd @l Afdd ad M 9 o
ST €4, 3 forama safa e SR wiaeT dea By wmt H S gy,
ARSI G & a1G ShIT HH H ST g4, 3 Thel Tl ST
TSTE H U ST gU, T Bl HT A 3% T[SV &, TR 3R Ug-
TS 8, TREr 37X vaft off fmmar g, nifar % axws aredt oft ameht
efarett s gait &, 39 gt @i a9 & wry-ary SemT oft e
gt 21

[During the covid Corona lockdown, village people, farmers still have to go out to tend to their animals, farms and fields.
They need to go out to take their cattle for grazing and tethering them beyond their fields. This farmer has an umbrella in
hand and is taking his bulls for grazing, the other farmer has a basket and a spade in hand going to work in his fields; after
the lockdown has opened up this person is going to the office for work. A girl is carrying her school bag and is going to
study online. This place has rocks, trees and plants, rabbits and birds. There is still some greenery left, we need to save it.
It is also our responsibility to make sure to have more green cover and plant trees and plants.]



Tghf ATATARYT i TaT ST R g4, Yot a8 ik H it &
g H %t a1 =g, fiedt & Ul # 10T 31 49 & 94 31k
BT T U &1 438 ¢ | TR Tel o1 U 7R 31 Ug &, S #
Tig-gest SR aGe @ § 31U - 3704 Tl H Bier avg
ST, SR UT+T &l Tk U8 ST |

[Sudanibai and myself, we are paying homage to nature. In a bowl made of leaves, we have placed flowers and a bit of
rice, in a terracotta plate we have lit a Dhogp that's curling smoke, and a small plate with water in it. We are sitting under
a Doomer tree and other trees; the Sun, the Moon and clouds are visible. In our fields we have dug small pits that hold
water during the monsoons so that plants and trees can grow as water will percolate down and land will hold more

watet.|



T ITe HHAT B (UATTE! 8, ik e GRaaT &, 3 AU WX,
A T 3R TTS-9TS] T STEIH- TSI & WX, 24 -25 dTal
U B B W 39T &l g, T a8 el § Hedh! hig T -
Qerd gy, e § A - I 11G A @ &, F a= AT greA
el Ul 91 gU, 36 Ui ¢ Teid (9 a1 €, 3 ed H ¢
T & TSt Thehehd WA aTel @ ¢, 3 BIC Bic 9= gie J feedn
& forg 7, orep-are] wRI o Ug dien 81 3Tt AgAd o, WY
Aqe 3T ™ |

[The structure with &bambhas is the Pilla Gudi. 1t looks squarish. My home is also shown in this picture, along with
other houses. For the last 24-25 years, I have been organizing small sports festivals. The Matki-phode testival (breaking
the pot that is hung at a height) is shown on the left where someone is at it. Someone is bouncing red balls; children
are busy with drawings of flowers and plants; behind them is Gulen Nishanbaz game in which balls are thrown on three
bottles from a distance. Small kids are participating in a running game; In the front part of Pilla Gudi someone is
marking lines for playing Kabbad:. There are trees and plants around the houses. If we engage in physical activities, we
can maintain our level of health.]



dAeheTe & aad H gret - Ufer M Hd g4, §AR STadt & Ue-
T & BT & 1D Soh HIH H @1 §, TCAT IS8 31T TS
W UL F FW - 3N AR AT G g4, G it
T g4, R AA R @ €, 9 R g & Rl
ST 3w & AR A AR & are § Seeb of g <@l €, WA
- g% e SISl 1 Ug S A dig-sitg St <ot gfAar &1 g
AAEROT &l @ U IR & U &l TG ¢ e fa@ arer gt
@ Ot 7, O W Wl & U H 9Ad gul =S H gan
freran o1 gafery o a1 g4, & wepfdl ! feerars 7a &l |

[During the lockdown I am sitting outside my home under the shade of trees and plants while working at drawing and
paintings. A lot of birds are around singing melodiously. I have a radio in front of me to listen to the world news and
about the news of Coronavirus. A garden lizard joins me to listen to the news! There is a Sara: tree in front (Shorea
robusta) with its blooms coming into seeds, news on television is percolating; the world atmosphere has cleared up due to
the lockdown. I can clearly see the distant mountains, the blue sky and the clean river. There is news of Tigers, wild deer
roaming the streets of cities; I am inspired and my painting is reflecting some of it. We should not play with our
environment, rather we should take care of it.]



HUT HMAR! SR & aotg ¥ a9 & &3 3=t § @t 4
diered o 38, 3 79l IS TR & 19 H § SHaR!
e & g § 3 fasg el €, aR ST ST g, STerT- 3TenT
Y 3, dAlheET & gAY ShAlersiie AL MEl- el 9H
SHTG-SH1Tg &eh 7191 GER asTg § g =1l & Wbl g & 7
T M H I §, T, 99, HIeK HIaehe &ahl gaTl 3 Xed &
e FiftEet # gAd gy, R, Ao, AR, fefear e e &t
3ehT 3T, el T &, ATeTeRoT 3 Jg- Ui g9 Sl Tihg
e gt ga gor @ @ 7, 3Hfely ardeRoT & st
T T |

[Because of the Corona pandemic, many governments of the countries in the world have declared a lockdown, I have
heard this on the news channel. In this painting I have shown the world globe as a star; there are different countries;
during the lockdown, all the technology-driven machinery has come to a halt, all cars planes etc. have stopped.
Because of this, the environment has become pure. In this painting, the truck, bus, cars, rail etc have come to a halt.
Wild deer, peacocks, birds are roaming. Nature and environment are happy, they are full of colour and greenery and
looking beautiful. We should keep our environment clean and pollution-free.|



J fer M fo@mn €, 3 St @1 9y Tien €, S fob @it s
STFeRY 3t & o Ut 3 SUR IUST gH g SRl A @ e
ut @ | - S # 3 e & | # Y- STl ST §l 3
31T 37T SR &, TIST 31X dfg HR 8, ar4ifes & gad a1 /e
39 7 IraTd HrH-wrsl AYerT 3Tk Sifder T & g efarg
3T - ST R T@d & U] # U SR U R - g
fopR gaTE SRSt ST €, 3 gt arelt aree et off g, o
THAE off 8, a4ifes gEY 3X @ BRI fSART a1 3/ fomdt ot
el 3 39 T oY SN A ST e Tar H fomt therar € fasy
e ® ST | AR @ € , & 3% H 3% A1 3% gHE
TSI & ST &, WY a1 § | Wit bl g T &l dgai & |

[This is the world map in a Globe form. I have shown the Sun and the Moon on top, and the oceans at the bottom. The Sun
and the Moon are on top because they are considered great. On one side is the ship and the other side airplanes. These are
means of travelling and a lot of people travel all over the world. In a way these are means of travelling, on the other hand in
these times, because of people travelling, Corona virus is spreading. I have shown the world on fire at the edges as in each
country there are problems. We should try and keep our environment clean and pure.]



q TS, TG el &l Wl 921 39 @, 39 &9 & dolg &
@3 HND! bl UGSl 1 fSieiterl STHIF Ut & g # =ell 74T,
St - A & Shae IHE 7741, Teh GHT S AVR Siidl e 3
ar Wit ST 2 74T, EeIY Sad g WK €, 39 AR SHTe UeR
Ug- GHUr €, 39 9% &l 3@ 31 arel Yiehi @il & fog @2
B 3@ 3Tk LR &7 &1 = §A1 g & | a1 & A IRA
ST ure el @ ded g4, gt R Ue-ate €, gforg fondt
@ TR A1 UHT Biel-Blel a9 &l ot gg-gug g &

HIeeht g1 91igq |

[Depicted in this painting is the Rabo Dam at Raigad District in Chhattisgarh. It is one of the major dams in the
district. Because of the construction of this dam a lot of farmers who were cultivating their lands for generations,
their lands got submerged under the waters, they lost their cattle and their means of livelihood got destroyed. Their
homes also went under the water. On both sides of the dam are the trees and forests. A lot of tourists and other
visitors come to see this dam. They click photos and enjoy the view of the dam with flowing water. We in the world
need to rethink the damages of constructing large dams, instead, we should think about constructing smaller dams
so that there isn’t much damage to the environment and the people.]



AT H IR FIAT Tt Y €371, 3R AR 6l JH T J @ 7,
ATheIe & dad H al ANl 9X-9% Ig &, 3TU4-379 Sig ag1 &
forg & afed Tar off 9, gER & Sfigw & g9 3 forg 3 Sfiae @
fther Bied Ty & A FM AT §, FRI TUS & TS B g4
e 31 SfFedia WX & G I Fl 1% - THE FW g7 , WS
I foT 1A & TTTET- 9TeT g I8 # Tl aTdl sAfaidl i dhd gy |
gfers AT Slaey & A1 dTehersd | %d g4 @l & folq @1, s
TEId g, @A 3TN §ad R T1gT 3R YACTESR & WIY-T1e 7T
oft SToT — eI &l 7L & T & TAh TST qHT & Fhal & |
g & BRI o =k b FHE @ g gul H off AT 21y Sieaw
e - G T HTaT g1 alfch IR /=7 &t gfar & goft safeat
37T U ITRY | T d @] 9TgY ATTasol Sl 35T a1 @1

Iy |

[During this terrible Corona pandemic very many people have succumbed to this disease. During the lockdown, people were
required to stay at home, while Doctors and Nurses and other professionals, risking their own lives, were required to look
after the one’s who got sick. In this painting I have shown Doctors and Nurses tending to the sick, workers cleaning up the
central spaces; Some people who are simply out for no reason in their cars and horse buggies are being questioned for being
out unnecessarily. The Police is helping people who are stuck in lockdowns by reaching them food and other essentials.
Workers and volunteers are fumigating places and distributing soap and sanitizers. In this age of Corona and looking to the
enormity of the problems, every morning when I pray, I pray for the wellbeing of everyone and for the eradication of
Corona. Everyone should eat well, should live cleanly and keep their environment clean and unpolluted.]
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q 3T SHI T Feld 3Td Sgerd Rt TH STt §R I3
IF FA gY, U9 T FW Td W der gan, Afe R
SRR e it ok g &l SIFerd 3 g, 3 a8
ST gBd gU, U8 & UTH o Sfek] TwiiehRid STt &
UTE YA g, THS a19] 7 U # A de1 gan &, e U@
TR T ST U T ST THEIGR 4 |

[This is about the changing tradition and culture of the common people. Now the common people can also take
pride in themselves and express their opinions. On one side of this painting, this man is sitting on a chair sharing his
ideas about the changing traditions and culture. The woman in the group is raising a query. Near a tree, a person is

submitting an application to an officer. Nearby on a tree, a bird is visible. We should experience life in all its various
forms and gather some wisdom.]
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